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3. Payee’s federal employer identification number;
4. Payee’s contact person’s name

5. Payee’s address with city, state and zip code in separate
columns;

6. Amount of the payment;

7. Check number for the payment; Tl

8. Date of the check; OPEN THE LIBR

9. Invoice number to which the account was applied (optional);

10. The purchase order number or equivalent control number
for which the invoice was charged;

11. A description of the product or service.

Judge Baxter ordered that the information be provided within
30 days of her order, for a nominal fee of $113.94.

“The decision of DPS to end its efforts not to provide
information about its vendors was very much in the public
interest,” said Royal. “Mr. Frazier has been willing for several
years to volunteer his services to provide a community audit,
an impartial and objective analysis by someone who has no
ties to the school system.”

The district had contended for three years that the request was
“either impossible, unduly burdensome, or extremely
expensive,” according to a brief Royal filed early in May.
However, Frazier said, an expert witness testified that
collection of such information by DPS staff through the People
Soft/Oracle system should take only one-and-a-half hours.

“School districts all over the state have begun to post on-line
by way of electronic data for free review and inspection by
citizens exactly the information which the plaintiff requested in
his original FOIA,” Royal added in the brief. “There is no reason
by logic or common sense that the DPS cannot do the same.”

Royal cited a May 5 press release from the Mackinac Center
indicating that one of every seven students in Michigan now
goes to a school district which posts “an on-line check register
to give the public up-to-date, accurate and thorough
information about all district expenditures.”

Districts doing so were responding to the center’s request, said
Kenneth Braun, director of the Mackinac Center’s ongoing
“Show Michigan the Money” transparency project, in the
release.

So far, the Utica School District, the second largest in the state
according to the Mackinac Center, the Dearborn district, the
fifth largest in the state, and half of Oakland County’s districts
have posted on-line check registers.

Braun said in a phone interview that the request has not gone
to charter schools.

“Charter schools have private management companies and the
like,” Braun said. “Public school districts are larger. We just
finished getting in contact with the rest of the districts, and
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now have about 40 posted on our website who are complying.
We are trying to make districts aware that it is a trend that is
coming.”

The Center is known as a conservative think tank, which
supports many forms of privatization, including charter
schools.

“The mission and objectives of the citizens usually don't jibe
with the mission of the establishment, which frequently has
another agenda,” Frazier said. “A so-called ‘knight in shining
armor’ like Robert Bobb is all well and good, but we want the
people to control the information. There is a huge disconnect
between the people and folks running our governments.”

Frazier said he expects to have the data analyzed for
publication on a website in the next two months. His next goal
is to educate the public to understand that the analysis will not
necessarily show “corruption automatically falling off the
pages.” He said he is seeking to expose the bigger picture,
which includes evidence of inadequate accounting controls that
leave the DPS financial system open to fraud.

Frazier plans to ask for information for current years as well.

He said he will call his analyses “Mims Audits,” after William
Mims.

[=] EMAIL THIS STORY =y PRINT THIS $TORY

Submit your opinion on this story

Name:
Email:

Opinion: (5,000 characters)

Publish My Opinion

Security Code
TTIT T

Security Code

[ Submit Your Opinion ]

http://www.michigancitizen.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdet... 7/6/2009



The Michigan Citizen Page 4 of 4

more . . . Front Page

05.JUL.09 Conyers out, Cobo deal in

05.JUL.09 KING OF POP PUSHED BLACK EMPOWERMENT AT SHRINE
05.JUL.09 The school-to-prison pipeline

05.JUL.09 DPS, FBI suspend low-level workers

05.JUL.09 AQUATIC LEARNING

05.JUL.09 Lil” Wayne, BET set stage for child pornography
05.JUL.09 Doublespeak of peace

28.JUN.09 Did Press lie about Conyers and feds?

28.JUN.09 Father’s Day for the Black Man

28.JUN.09 Coalition plans grocery outlets

28.JUN.09 City gives summer youth jobs to suburbanites
28.JUN.09 X-Copy stays alive downtown

28.JUN.09 Lessons from Iran

21.JUN.09 Judge rules for people’s DPS audit

21.JUN.09 People’s Summit confronts real state of economy
21.JUN.09 FBI probe ignores Synagro

21.JUN.09 Cancer victim inspires women’s home

21.JUN.09 Calculated loss

14.JUN.09 ‘Ficano Unfair to Workers’

14.JUN.09 Tiger Stadium past the point of return

14.JUN.09 Shuttered Elementary School accepts fate
14.JUN.09 Man died defending home despite U.S. eviction moratorium
14.JUN.09 Pentagon prevails

07.JUN.09 Bing & GM: Conflict of interest?

search archives
Keywords:
Issue date: >=4/7/2009

= Type either Keywords, Date or both.
+ Date examples: 5/30/02, >5/30/02

search

{ website powered by bulletlink.com }
~Top ~Top
Copyright © 2009 The Michigan Citizen. All rights reserved.

http://www.michigancitizen.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=1&twindow=&mad=&sdet... 7/6/2009



