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JOINT RESOLUT!ON, 1953. 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

[No. 1.] 

437 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to section 1 of article 3 of the state 
constitution} relative to the elective franchise and the residence requirements in a city or 
township. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the state of Michigan, That the 
following amendment to section 1 of article 3 of the state constitution, relative to the elec~ 
tive franchise and the residence requirements in a city or township, is hereby proposed, 
agreed to and submitted to the people of the state: 

ARTICLE III. 

Elective franchise; qualifications; absentees; sex; electors who move may 
vote where registered. 

Sec. 1. In all elections every inhabitant of this state being a citizen of the United States; 
and every inhabitant of Indian descent, a native of the United States, shall be an elector 
and entitled to vote; but no one shall be an elector and entitled to vote at any election, 
unless he or she shall be above the age of 21 years and has resided in this state 6 months, 
and in the city or township in which he or she offers to vote 30 days next preceding such 
election: Provided, That a registered qualified elector who shall move into another city 
or township_ in this state within said 30 day period shall be entitled to vote in the city 
or township in which registered and from which he has last removed on filing a sworn affi­
davit to that effect with the election board of the city or township from which he has last 
removed: Provided further, That no qualified elector in the actual military service of the 
United States or of this state or in the army or navy thereof, or any student while in attend­
ance at any institution of learning1 or any person engaged in teaching in the public schools 
of this state, or any regularly enrolled member of any citizens' military or naval training 
camp, held under the authority of the government of the United States or the state of 
Mjchigan 1 or any member of the legislature while in attendance at any session of the legis­
lature, or said member's immediate family during such time, or commercial traveler, or any 
qualified elector employed upon or in the operation of railroad trains in this state, or any 
sailor engaged and employed on the great lakes or in coastwise trade, shall be deprived of 
a vote by reason of absence from the township, ward or state in which he or she resides; 
and the legislature shall provide by law the manner in which and the time and place at 
which such absent electors may vote and for the canvass and return of their votes: Pro­
vided further, That the legislature shall have power to pass laws covering qualified electors 
who may be necessarily absent from other causes than above specified: And provided 
further, That there shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any election on account 
of sex: And provided further, That the legislature may provide by law that the electors of 
a township may cast their ballots at a township polling place located within the limits of a 
city which has been incorporated from territory formerly a part of the township. 

Resolved further, That the foregoing amendment shall be submitted to the people of the 
state at the next regular election. The secretary of state is hereby required to certify said 
-proposed amendment to the clerks of the various counties of the state in lhe manner re­
quired by law. It shall be the duty of the board of election commissioners of each county 
to prepare baHots for the use of the electors whetCVoting on said proposed amendment, 
which ballot, after setting forth the proposed amendment in accordance with. the provisions 
of section 3 of article 17 of the constitution, shall be substant.ially in the following form: 

"Vote on amendment to section 1 of article 3 of the state constitution. 
Shall section I of article 3 of the state constitution be amended, relative to the elective 

franchise and the residence requirements in a city or township? 
Yes ( ) 
No ( )." 
It shall be the dutv of the board of election comm1ss10ners in each county to deliver 

the ballots so prepared t.o the inspectors of election pf the several voting precincts within 



~i 
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their respective counties within the time ballots to be used at said election are required to>::;w_ 
be delivered to such inspectors under the general election law. All votes cast upon •aid · !)j, 
amendment shall be counted, canvassed and returned in the same manner as is providecJ. .. ··,t,l, 
by law for counting, canvassing and returning votes cast for state officers. ·-y~: 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Proposal No. 1 

AMENDMENT to the constitution to permit search and seizure in connection wit.1:i.< 
narcotic drugs, proposed by joint resolution of the 1952 regular session and ratified by 
the people at the general election, November 4, 1952. 

ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 10. The person, houses, papers and possessions of every person shall be secl.ll'e- ., 
from unreasonable searches and seizures. No warrant to search any place or to seize any< 
person or things shall issue without describing them, nor without probable cause, support_ed·-l 
by oath or affirmation: Provided, however, That the provisions of this section shall noti . .....: 
be construed to bar from evidence in any court of criminal jurisdiction, or in any criminal> ,, 
proceeding held before any magistrate or justice of the peace, any narcotic drug or drugsf· - :; 
any firearm, rifle, pistol,_ revolver, automatic pistol, machine gun, _bomb, bomb shell, ex.:.\'j T; 

plosive, blackjack, slungshot, billy, metallic knuckles, gas~ejecting device, or any ·othe{}t 
dangerous weapon or thing, seized by any peace officer outside the curtilage of any dwellini:' 
house in this state. · 

Proposal No. 3. 

AMENDMENT to the constitution, "to establish senatorial districts and provide foi;,~ • 
decennial reapportionment of representatives," proposed by initiatory petition and ratified---1;' 

,:-.-
by the people at the general election, November 4, 1952. 

ARTICLE V. 

Sec. 2. The senate shall consist of 34 members. Senators shall be elected for 2 ye•l'JI 
and by single districts. Such districts shall be numbered from 1 to 34, inclusivC, and 5hali" -~Sf ~ 
consist of the territory within the boundary lines of the counties existing at the t_ime _o(-~;it'. 
the adoption of this amendment, as follows: First through fifth, eighteenth, twenty-fir!!(,' i 
Wayne county; nineteenth, Lenawee and Monroe counties; tenth, Jackson and Hillsdale'.·->.~~ 
counties; ninth, Calhoun and Branch counties; sixth: Kalamazoo and St. Joseph countie_s;.'.:3;:~~­
seventh, Cass and Berrien counties; eighth, Van Buren, Allegan and Barry counties;: \~ 1 

fourteenth, Ingham and Livingston counties; twelfth, Oakland county_; eleventh, Macomb·-~.lj{ 
county; twentieth, Tuscola, Sanilac and Huron counties; thirteenth, Genesee county/ ?f 
fifteenth, Clinton, Shiawassee and Eaton counties; sixteenth and seventeenth, Kent- coun_ty;" :sf·: 
twenty-third, Muskegon and Ottawa counties; twenty-fifth, Mecosta, Montcalm, Gratiot/~­
and Ionia counties; twenty-second, Saginaw ·county; twenty-fourth, Bay, Midland and:""~ __ ; 
Isabella counties; twenty-sixth, Newaygo, Oceana, Mason, Lake and Manistee counti_el\; ···l\· 
twenty-eighth, Osceola, Clare, Gladwin, Arenac, Iosco, Ogemaw, Roscommon, Crawford, -.::'.t, 
Oscoda and Alcona counties; twenty-seventh, Missaukee, Wexford, Benzie, Grand Traverse, /-~-. 
Kalkaska, Leelanau and Antrim counties; twenty-ninth, Charlevoix, Emmet, Cheboygan, 
Otsego, Montmorency, Alpena and Presque Isle counties; thirtieth, Chippewa, Mackinac;-~.:-;_'.: 
Luce, Schoolcraft; Alier, Menomin~e and Delta counties; thirty-first, Marquette, Dickinsofit::::::~-,:· 
Iron and Gogebic counties; thirty-second, Baraga, Keweenaw, Houghton and Ontonagon .,;;l 
counties; thirty-third, Washtenaw county; thirty-fourth, Lapeer and Saint Clair counties.._ ,.<£ 
Each of the 34 districts shall elect 1 senator. Counties entitled to 2 or more senators shall ~, 
be divided into senatorial districts as herein provided equal to the number of senators to be ") 
elected; said districts shall contain as nearly as may be an equal number of inhabitant., } 

_..:..-,: 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

]lNDMENT to the constitution relative to the elective franchise and residence 
M nts in a city or township, proposed by joint resolution at the 1953 regular session 
emfied by the people at the general election November 2, 1954. 

at1 e 
ARTICLE III. 

-\·. __ 1 In all elections every inhabitant of this state being a citizen of the United States; ~fC·; inhabitant of Indian descent, a native of the United States, shall be an elector 
_f'~itled to vote; but no one shall be an elector and entitled to vole at any election, 
(\

0 
or she shall be above the age of 21 years and has resided in this state 6 months, 

the city or township in which he or she offers to vole 30 days next preceding such 
·. •n; Provided, That a registered qualified elector ·who shall move into another city 

,n~hip in this state within said 30 day period shall be entitled lo vote in the city 
\,;ship in which rcgist~red and from which he has last removed on filing a sworn affi­
tO that effect with the election board of the city or township from which he has last 

·ed:. Provided further, That no qualified elector in the actual military service of the 
States or of this state or in the army or navy thereof, or any student while in attend­

t any institution of learning, or any person engaged in teaching in the public schools 

5 State, or any regularly enrolled member of any citizens1 military or naval training 
. held under the authority of the government of the United States or the state of 
gall, or any member of the legislature while in attendance at any session of the legis­

or said member's immediate family during such time, or commercial traveler, or any 
'ea elector employed upon or in the operation of railroad trains in this state, or any 
engaged and employed on the great lakes or in coastwise trade> shall be depr:vcd of 

·e by reason of absence from the township, ward or state in which he or she resides; 
the legislature shall provide by law the manner in which and the time and place at 
h such absent electors may vole and for the canvass and return of their votes: Pro­
- further, That the legislature shall have power to pass laws covering qualified electors 

-·:may be necessarily absent from other causes than above specified: And provided 
- r, That there shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any election on account 
; And provided further, That the legislature may provide by law that the electors of 

· nship may cast their ballots at a township polling place located within the limits of a 
,vhich has been incorporated from territory formerly a part of the township. 

AMENDMENT to the constitution relative to the distribution of sales tax revenues, 
posed by joint resolution at the 1954 regular session and ratified by the people at the 
,era! election November 2, 19 54. 

ARTICLE X. 

,Se,, 23. On and after July 1, 1955, there shall be returned to local governmental units 
/fthe method hereinafter set forth, ¼ cent of a state sales tax levy on each dollar of sales 
?f\angiblc personal property on the 1946 statutory base (not rate). The state disbursing 
,a~thority shall remit to counties as a whole on a population basis and payment shall be made 

:_1.~Jhe county treasurer who shall remit lo the respective cities, townships and villages within 
:J~_e county on a per capita basis. Population computation shall be based on the last and 
-~~h-s~cceeding state-wide federal census for purposes of division among counties and upon 

:_lbe.s_arrie basis or upon. any special federal county-wide census, whichever is later, for intra­
}OUnty division purposes: Provided, That there shall be e;x-cluded from such computation 
._SJ% of the tolal number of persons who are wards, patients and/or convicts committed 
,!~ and/or domiciled in any city institution located outside the boundaries of said city or 
... itted lo or domiciled in any county, state or federal tax supported institution, pro­

~~ded such persons were included in said federal census. All remittances provided shall be 
~ade on a quarterly basis. 


