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[No. 2.j 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing au amendment to section l of article 5 of 
the state constitution, relative to the circulating, filing, canvassing and 
certifying of initiative petitions proposing legislative measures, 1·esolutions 
and laws; to the enacting or rejecting the same at the polls; to the circu­
lating, filing, canvassing and cel'tifying of referendum petitions asking for 
the approving or rejecting at the polls of acts passed by the legislature. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the state of Mich-
igan, That the following amendment to section 1 of article 5 of the state 
constitution, relative to the circulating, filing, canvassing and certifying of 
initiative petitions proposing legi.slative niemnu·es, resolutions aucl laws; to 
the enacting or rejecting the same at the polls; to the circulating, filing, can­
vassing and certifying of refcrernlum petitions asking for the approving or 
rejecting at the polls of acts passed by the legislatme, is hereby proposed 
agreed to and submitted to the. people of this state. ' 

ARTICLE V 

Legislative power; initiative; referendum; signatures. 
Sec. 1. The legislative power of the state of M:ichigan is vesteil in a senate 

and house of representatives; but the people reserve to themselves the power 
to propose legislative measures, resolutions ancl laws; to enact or reject the 
same at the polls independently of the legislature; and to approve or reject 
at the polls any act passed by the legislature, except acts making appropria­
tions for state institutions and to meet cleficiencies in state funds. 'l'he first 
power reserved by the people is the initiative. Qualified and registered elec­
tors of the state equal in number to at least 8 per cent of the total vote cast 
for all candidates for governor, at the last preceding general election at which 
a governor was elected, shall be required to propose any measure by petition : 
Provided, That no law shall be enacted by the initiative that could not under 
this constitution be enacted by the legislature. Initiative petitions shall set 
forth in full the proposed measure, and shall be filed with the secretary of 
state or such other person or persons as may hereafter be authorized by law 
to receive same not less than 10 days before the commencement of any session 
of the legislature. Every petition shall be certified to as herein provided as 
having been signed by the required number of qualified and registered electors 
of the state. Upon receipt of any initiative petition, the secretary of state or 
snch other person or persons hereafter authorized hy law shall canvass the 
same to ascertain if such petition has been signed by the requisite number of 
qualified and registered electors, and may, in determining the validity thereof, 
cause any doubtful signatures to he checked against the registration records 
by the clerk of any political subdivision in which said petitions were circu­
lated, for propel'ly determining the authenticity of such signatures. If the 
same has been so signed, the secretary of state or other pel'Son or persons 
hereafter authorized by law to receive and canvass same, determines that the 
petition is legal and in proper fo1·m and has been signed by the required 
m1mber of qualified and registered electo1•s, such petition shall be transmitted 
to the legislature as soon as it convenes and organizes. 'l'he law proposed by 
such petition shall be either enacted or rejected by the legislature without 
change or amendment within 40 days from the time such petition is received 
by the legislature. 

If any law proposed by such petition shall be enacted by the legislature it 
shall be subject to referendum, as hereinafter p1•ovicled. If any law so peti­
tioned for be rejected, or if no action is taken upon it by the legislature within 

The above resolution was ratified by the people .April 7, 1041. 
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said 40 dnys, the sucretnry of stale or such other person or persons hereufter 
authorized by law shall snlJmit such proposed Jaw to the people for apprnval 
or rejection at the next en8ni.11g general election. rrhe lcgislattne 111ay reject 
any 1neasnre so proposed Uy initiative petition aud propose a different rneas­
m·e upon the same subject by a yea and nay vote upon separate roll calls, and 
in such event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary of state or 
such other pernou or persons het·caJter authot·ize,1 by law to the electors for 
approval or rejection at the next cn~ning general election. All ~aid initiative 
petitions last aboYe Llcsc1·ibe,l shall have priute,1 thereon in U point black 
face type the following: "Initiative measure to be presented to the legislatnre." 

'l'he legislalni-e may 1wcNc1·ihe penalties for caus.il1g or aiding and abetting 
in causing any iictitious or forged name to be affixed to any initiative or 
referendum petitiou, or for k11owi11gly causing any initiative 01· 1·eferendurn 
petition bearing fietitimrn 01· forged nmnes to be ch<:ulated. 

'l'lte second power rese!'Vctl to the people is tlte refcren,lurn. No act passed 
!Jy the legislature shall go into effect 1111til 90 days after Ute final a,1jourmnent 
of the session of the legislature wlticlt passed such act, except such acts rnaki11g 
appropriations antl sr1ch aets im1nc<.1iatcly neecssa1·y for the pl'escrvation of 
the public peace, health or safety, as have been given inunediate effect by 
action of the legislature. l!pon presentation to the senetary of state or such 
other person or persons ltereaHet· antltorised liy law, within 90 ,lays after tlte 

. final adjournment of the legislature, of a petition cel'tiJied to as ltet·ein pro­
vided, as having been signctl by qualified and l'cgistei·e,cl clettors equal in num­
ber to 5 per cent of the total vote east for all rnrnlitlates for governor at the 
last election at whid1 a governor was cled,ctl, aHking that any act, i:::ection or 
part of any act of tl,e legislature, be submitted to tlte electorn for apprnval 
or rejection, the see1·et.ary of state or other person or pe1·sons hereafter author­
ized by law, shall canvass said petition to ascertain if the same is signed by the 
requisite numhel' of qnali1led arnl registered eleclo1·s. 'l'he secrctm-y of state 
or such other person 01· perso11s hereafter authorized hy law may, in determin­
ing the validity thereof, cause any doubtful signatures lo he clteckecl against 
tlte registration records by tlte derk of any politieal subdivision in which 
said petitions were l'ircnlale,1, for pl'Operly detenniuing the authenticity of 
such signatures. lf the sec1·eta1y of state or sudt other person or persons 
hereafter authorised l,y law to receive all(] canvass tltc same detet·mines that 
the petition is legal aml in pt·opm· fol'm anrl has been signed by the required 
number of qualifiecl and 1·egistere,1 electors, he shall 1.hen submit to tlte electors 
for approval or rejection such a<:t or section or part of any act at the next 
succeeding generaI election; am! no sndt act ;,hall go into effect until and 
unless approved !Jy a mn.jorily of the qnaliJletl and t·egistered electors voting 
thereon. Au official declaration of 1.he snffic.icncy or insufficiency of the 
petition shall he rnmle !Jy tlte secretary of state or suelt other person or 
persons as shall ltercaftet· Le authm·ized at least 2 months prior to such 
election. 

Any act submitted to the people by either initiative or 1·eforemlum petition 
and approved by a mnjority of_1J1e votes cast thereon at any election shall 
take effeet 10 days after the date of the official declaration of the vote by the 
secretary of state. No act initiated or adopted by tlte people, slrnll be sub­
ject to the veto power of the goYeruot·, and no act adopted by the people at 
tlte polls unrler tlte initiative provisions of this section shall be am.ende,l or 
repealed, except by a vote or the electors unless otherwise peovided in said 
initiative 1neasure, but the legisJature 1nay propose such an1endmc11ts, altent­
tions or repeals to the people. Acts adopted by the people nnder the refo1·en­
dmn provision of this section may he amended by the legislatm·e at any sub­
sequent session thereof: Provide(l, howmw1·, If 2 or 1nore 1neasures app1·oved 
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by the electors at the same election conflict, the measure receiving the high­
est affirmative vote shall prevail. The text of all measures to be submitted 
shall be published as constitutional amendments are required by law to be 
published . 

Any initiative 01' referendum petition may be presented in sections, each 
section containing a full and conect copy of the title aud text of the pro­
posed measure. IDach signer thel'eto shall add to his signature, his place of 
residence, street 11a1nes and also residence 11umbe1·s in cities and villages 
having street numbers, and date of signing the same. Any qualified and reg­
istered elector of the state shall be competent to solicit such signatures within 
the county in which he is au elector. Each section of the petition shall bear 
the name of the county or city in which it is circulated, and only qualified 
and registered electorn of such county or city shall be competent to sign 
such section. Each section shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the 
person soliciting signatures to the same, who shall be required to identify 
himself by affixing his address below his signature, stating that he is a 
qualified and registered elector and that all the signatures to the attached 
section were made in his presence, that each signature to the section is the 
genuine signature of the person signing- the same, and no other affidavit 
thereto shall be required. 

Each section of the petition shall be filed with the clerk of the county in 
which it was circulated, but all said sections circulated in any county shall 
be filed at the same time .. ·within 20 days after the filing of such petition in 
his office, the said clerk shall forward said petition to the secretary of state 
or such other pernou or persons as shall hercaftei· be authorized by law. 

Resolved further, '!.'hat the foregoing proposed amendment shall be sub­
mitted to the people of the state at the next regular election. The secretary 
of state shall certify said proposed amendment to the clerks of the various 
counties of the state in the manner required by law. lt shall be the duty of 
the board of elect.ion commissioners of each county to prepare ballots for the 
use of electors when voting on sail! proposed amendment, which ballots, after 
setting forth the proposed amendment in full, shall be substantially in the 
following form : 

"Vote on amendment to sectioi1 1 of article 5 of the state constitution, 
"Shall section 1 of article 5 of the state constitution be amended to provide 

that initiative and refernnclum petitions shall be signed by qualified and 
registered electors; to provide that the sec1·etary of state or person or persons 
authorized by law to receive and canvass said petitions may employ adequate 
means for eliminating fraudulent signatures to petitions, to provide that 
registered electors signing· petitions shall place upon said petitions the address 
of such person or persons showing street and residence number in cities having 
street numbers; to provide that said petitions shall have attached the affidavit 
of the qualified and registered elcctOl' circulating same, showing address 
of said circulator? 

"Yes ( ) 
"No ( )." 
It shall be the duty of the board of election commissioners in each county 

to deliver the ballots so prepared to the inspectors of election of the several 
voting precincts within their respective counties within the time ballots to 
be used at sai(} election are required to be delivered to such inspectors un,ler 
the general election law. All votes cast upon said amendment shall be counted 
canvassed and returned in the same manner as is provided by Jaw for count: 
ing, canvassing and returning votes cast for state officers. 
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Sec. :J. All p1·oposed amendments to the constitution aurl otber qnest:ious to 
be submitted to the electors shall be pn!Jlishecl in full, with any existing ])ro­
visions of the constitution which woulrl be altered or abrogated thereby, and a 
copy thereof shall be posted in each polling place. The purpose of any sueh 
proposed amendment or question shall be designated on the ballots for submis­
sion to the electors in not more than lOO words, exclusive of caption. Such 
designation and caption shall be prepared by the secretary of state or by such 
other authority as shall be hereafter clesignated by law within 10 clays after the 
filing of any proposal and shall consist of a true and impartial statement of 
the pm·pose of the amendment 01· question in such language as shall create no 
prejudiec for or agahrnt such proposal. 

Proposal No. 2. 

Amendment to the constitution relative to "circulating initiative legislative 
and referendum petitions", proposed by joint resolution, arnl ratified !Jy the 
people at the biennial spring election, April 7, l!J41. 

AR'rICLE V. 

Section 1. 'l'he legislative power of the state of Michigan is vested in a 
se1rnte and house of representatives; hut the people 1:eserve to themselves the 
power to propose legislative measures, l'Csolutions and laws; to enact or reject 
the same at the polls independently of the legislature; and to approve or 1·eject 
at the polls any act passed !Jy the legislature, except acts making appropria­
tions for state institutions antl to meet deficiencies in state funds. '!.'he fh-st 
power reserved by the people is the initiative. Qualified and registerecl electors 
of the state equal in number to at least 8 per cent of the total vote cast for all 
candidates for governor, at the last preceding ge11e1'al election at which a gov­
erno1· was elected, shall be required to propose any measure by petition: Prn­
vicled, That no law shall be enacted !Jy the initiative that could not under this 
constitution be enacted by the legislature. Initiative petitions shall set fo1·th 
in full the proposer] measure, and shall !Jc filed with the secretary of state 01· 

such other person 01· persons as may hereafter be authorized by law to 1·eceive 
same not less than 10 clays !Jefore the connneucement of any session of the 
legislatnl'e. JDvery petition shall !Je certified to as he1·ein p1·oviclecl as having 
been signed by the required number of qualified and registerntl electors of the 
state. Upon receipt of any initiative petition, the secretary of state or such 
other person or persons hereafter authorized by law shall canvass the same to 
ascertain if snch petition has been signed by the requisite num!Jer of qualified 
and registei·ecl electors, and may, in determining the validity thereof, cause 
any doubtful signatures to he checked against the registration records by the 
clerk of any political subdivision in which said petitions were ci1·culaterl, fOl' 
propel'ly determining the authenticity of such signatures. If the same has been 
so signed, the secretary of state 01· other person 01· persons hereafter authorized 
by law to receive and canvass same, determines that the petition is legal and 
in proper form and has been signed by the required number of q nalilied and 
registered electors, such petition shall be transmitted to the legislatm·e as soon 
as it convenes and 01·gani½es. The law proposed by such petition shall be either 
enacted or rejected by. the legislature without change or amendment within 40 
clays from the time' snch petition is received by the legislature. 

If any law proposed by such petition shall be enacted by the legislature it 
shall be subject to referendum, as hereinafter provided. If any law so pe­
titioned for be rejected, 01· if no action is taken upon it by the legislature within 
said 40 clays, the secretary of state 01· such othe1· person or persons hm·eafter 
authorized by law shall submit such proposed law to the people for approval 
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or rejection at the next ensuing general election. 'rhe legislature may reject 
any measure so pr·oposed by initiative petition and propose a different meam1re 
upon the same subject by a yea and nay vote upon separate roll calls, and in 
such event both measures shall be submitted by the secretary of state or such 
other person or persons hereafter authorized by law to the electors for ap­
proval or rejection at the next ensuing general election. All said initiative 
petitions last above described shall have printed thereon in 12 point black face 
type the following: "Initiative measure to be presented to the legislature." 

The legislature may prescribe penalties for causing or aiding and abetting 
in causing any fictitious or forged name to be affixed to any initiative or 
referendum petition, or for knowingly causing any initiative or refeJ'cnchun 
petition bearing fictitious or forged names to be circulated. 

The second power reserved to the people is the referendum. No act passed by 
the legislature shall go into effect until 90 days after the final adjonrmnent of 
the session of the legislaturn which passed such act, except such acts making 
appropriations and such acts immediately necessai·y for the preservation of the 
public peace, health or safety, as have been given immediate effect by action of 
the legisla tnre. Upon presentation to the secretary of state or such other 
person or persons hereafter authorized by law, within 90 days after the final 
adjournment of the legislature, of a petition cer-tified to as herein provided, as 
having been signed by qualified and registered electors equal in number to 5 
per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor at the last election 
at which a governor was elected, asking that any act, section or part of any 
act of the legislature, be submitted to the electors for approval or rejection, the 
secretary of state or other person or persons hereafter authorized by law, shall 
canvass said petition to ascertain if the same is sig11ed by the requisite number 
of qualified and registered electors. The secretary of state or such other person 
or persons hereafter authorized by law may, in determining the validity there­
of, cause any doubtful signatures to be checkecl against the reg·istration records 
by the clerk of any political subdivision in which said petitions were circulated, 
for properly determining the authenticity of such signatures. If the secretary 
of state or such other person or persons hereafter authorized by law to receive 
and canvass the same determines that the petition is legal and in proper form 
and has been signed by the required number of qualified and registered electors, 
he shall then submit to the electors for approval or rejection such act or section 
or part of any act at the next succeeding general election; and no such act 
shall go into effect until and unless approved by a majority of the qualified and 
registered electors voting thereon. An official declaration of the sufficiency or 
insufficiency of the petition shall be made by the secl'etary of state or such 
other person or persons as shall hereafter be authorized at least 2 months 
prior to such election. 

Any act submitted to the people by either initiative or referendum petition 
and approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon at any election shall take 
effect 10 clays after the date of the official declaration of the vote by the sec­
retai'Y of state. No act initiated or adopted by the people, shall be subject to the 
veto power of the governor, and no act adopted by the people at the polls under 
the initiative provisions of this section shall be amended or repealed, except by 
a vote of the electo1·s unless otherwise pl'Ovided in said initiative measure, hut 
the legislature may propose s_nch amendments, alterations 01· repeals to the peo­
ple. Acts adopted by the people under the referendum provis,ion of this section 
may be amended by the legislature at any subsequent session thereof: Pr·ovided, 
however, If 2 or more measures approved by the electors at the same election 
conflict, the measure receiving the highest affirmative vote shall prevail. The 
text of all measures to be submitted shall be published as constitutional amend­
ments are required by law to be published. 

Any initiative or referendum petition may be presented in sections, each 
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section containing a full and conect copy of the title and text of the proposed 
measure. Each signer thereto shall add to his signature, his place of residence, 
street names and also residence numbers in cities and villages having street 
numbers, and date of signing the same. Any qualified and registered elector 
of the state shall be competent to solicit such signatures within the county in 
which he is an elector. Each section of the petition shall bear the name of the 
county or city in which it is circulated, and only qualified and registered 
electors of such county or city shall be competent to sign such section. Each 
section shall have attached thereto the affidavit of the person soliciting signa­
tures to the same, who shall be required to identify himself by affixing his 
address below his signature, stating that he is a qualified and registered elector 
and that all the signatures to the attached section were made in his presence, 
that each signature to the section is the genuine signature of the person signing 
the same, and no othm· affidavit thereto shall be required. 

Each section of the petition shall be filed with the clerk of the county in 
which it was circulated, but all said sections circulated in any county shall be 
filed at the same time. ,vithin 20 days after the filing of such petition in his 
office, the said clerk shall forward said petition to the secretary of state or 
such other person or persons as shall hereafter be authorized by law. 


