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JOINT RESOLUTTONS, 1941,
[No. 1.]

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to sections 2 amd 3 of
article 17 of the state constitution, relative to the cireulation, filing, can-
vassing and certifying of petitions proposing constitutional amendments,
and summarization of amendments and questions,

Resolved Dy the Senate and ITouse of Representatives of the state of Mich-
igan, That the following ameudment to sections 2 and 3 of article 17 of the
state constitution relative to the circulation, filing, canvagsing and certifying
of petitions proposing constitutional amendments, and summarization of
amendments and questions, is bereby proposed, agreed to and submitted to
the people of this state:

ARTICLIE XVIE

- Petitions initiating constitutional amendments; signatures,

See. 2. Amendments may also be proposed to this constitution by peti-
tion of the qualified and registered electors of this state. Tivery such petifion
shall include the full text of the amendment so proposed, and be signed by
gqualified and registered electors of the state equal in number to not less than
10 per centum of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor at the
last preceding general election, at which a governor was elected. Petitions
of qualified and registered electors proposing an amendment to this constitu-
tion shall be filed with the secretary of state or such other person or persons
hereafter authorized by law fo receive same at least 4 months before the
election at which such proposed amendment is to be voled upon. The legisla-
ture may prescribe penalties for causing or aiding and abetting in causing
any fictitious or forged name to be affixed to any petition, or for knowingly
causing petitions bearing fictitions or forged names to be circulated. Upon
receipt of said petition the sceretary of state or other person or persons here-
after authorized by law shall canvasg the same to ascertain if such petition hag
been signed by the requisite number of gualified and registered electors, and
may, in determining the validiiy thereof, cause any doubtful gignatures to be
checked against the registration records by the clerk of any political sub-
division in which said petitions were circulated, for properly determining the
anthenticity of such signatures. If the secretary of state or other person or
persons hereafter anthorized by law to receive and canvass same delermines
the petition ig legal and in proper form and has been signed by the required
number of qualified and registered electors, the proposed amendment shall be
submitted to the electors at the next regular election at which any state officer
is to be elected. An official declaration of the sufficiency or insufficiency of
the petition shall be made by the secretary of state or such other person or
persons ag shall hereafter be authorized at least 2 months prior to such
election. Any constitutional amendment initiated by the people as herein
provided, shall {ake effect and become a .part of the constitntion if the same
shall be approved by the number of gualified electors required in section 1
hereof for the approval of amendments proposed by the legistature, and not
otherwise. Iivery amendment shall take effect 30 days after the election at
which it is approved. The secretary of state or such other person or persons
as may be herealter authorized by law shall submit all proposed amendments
to the constitution initiated by the people for adoption or rejection in com-
pliance herewith. The petition shall consist of sheets in such form and hav-

The above resolulion wag ratified by the people April 7, 1041,
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ing printed or written at the top thercof such heading as shall be designated
or prescribed by the secretary of state, or such ofher person or persons here-
after anthorized by law to receive, canvass and check the same.  Such petition
shall be gigned by qualified and registercd cleetors in person only with the -
residence address of such persons, showing street names and also residence
numbers in cities and villages having street numbers, and the date of signing
the same. To each of such petitions, which may consist of 1 or more sheets,
shall be attached the affidavit of the qualified and registered elector circulat-
ing the same, who shall be required to identify himself by affixing his address
below his signature, sfating that each signature thereto wag signed in the
presence of such qualified and registered clector and is the genuine signature
of the person signing the same, and that to the best knowledge and belief of
the affiant each person signing the petition was at the time of signing a
qualified and registered cleclor.

Publication of proposed amendments; posting; ballots, caption.

See. 3. All proposged amendments to the constitution and other guestions
to be submitted to the electors shall be published in full, with any existing
provisions of the constitution which would he altered or abrogated thereby,
and a copy thereol shall be posted in cach polling place. The purpose of any
such proposed amendment or question shall be designafed on the ballots for
submission to the electors in not more than 100 words, exclusive of caption.
Such designation and caption shall be prepared by the secretary of state or
by such other authority as shall be hercalter designated by Iaw within 10
days after the filing of any proposal and shall consgist of a true and impartial
statement of the purpose of the amendment or question in such language as
shall create no prejudice for or against such proposal.

Resolved further, That the foregoing amendment shall be submitted to the
people of the state at the next regular election. The secretary of state shall
certify said proposed amendment to the clerks of the various counties of the
gtate in the manner required by law. It shall be the duty of the board of
election commissioners of each county fo prepare ballots for the use of the
electors when voting on said proposed amendment, which ballot, after setting
forth the proposed amendment in full, shall be substantially in the following
form:

‘“Vote on amendment to sections 2 and 3 of article 17 of the state consti-
tution,

“Shall gections 2 and 3 of article 17 of the state coustitution be amended
to provide that amendments may be proposed o the state constitution by
petitions of qualified and registered electors, equal in number to not less than
10 per cent of the total vote cast for eandidates for governor at the last pre-
ceding general election; to provide that the secretary of state or person or
persons authorized by law to receive and canvass sajd petitions may employ
adequate means for eliminating other than anthentic signatures to petitions;
to regulate the civeulalion of such petitions; and to provide for the statement
of the purpose of such amendment upon the ballots for submisgion to the
electors? ' -

“Yes ()

“NO ( ) .J’ e

It shall be the duty of the board of election commissioners in each county
to deliver the ballots so prepared to the inspectors of election of the several
voting precincts within their respective counties within the time ballots to be
used at said election are required to be delivered to such inspectors under
the general election law. All votes cast upon said amendment shiall be counted,
canvassed and returned in the same manner as is provided hy law for count.
ing, canvasging and returning votes cast for state officers.
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Proposal No. 1.

Amendment to the constitution relative to “circulating, ete., constitutional
amendment petitions”, proposed by joint resolution, and ratified by the people
at the biennial spring election, April 7, 1941,

ARTICLE XVII.

Sec. 2. Amendments may also be proposed to this constitution by petition of

the qualified and registered electors of this state. Ivery such petition shall

include the full text of the amendment so proposed, and be signed by gqualified

and registered electors of the slate equal in number to not less than 10 per

centum of the total vote cast for all candidates for governor at the last pre-

ceding general election, at which a governor was clected. Petilions of qualified
and registered electors proposing an amendment to this constitution shall be
filed with the secretary of state or such other person or persons hereafter au-
thorized by law to receive same at leagt 4 months before the election at which
such proposed amendment is to be voted upon. The legislature may preseribe
penalties for causing or aiding and abetting in causing any fietitions or forged
name to be affixed to any petition, or for knowingly causing petitions bearing
fictitions or forged names to be circulated. Upon rveceipt of said petition the
secretary of state or other pergon or persons hereafter authorized by law shall
canvasgs the same to ascertain if such petition has been signed by the requisite
number of gualified and registered eleclors, and may, in determining the valid-

ity thereof, cause any dounbiful &gnatmes to be checked against the registra-
tion records by the clerk of any pohtlcai sulbdivigion in which said petitions
were civenlated, for proverly deteymining the authenticity of sneh signatures.

1f the Secretary of state or other person or persons heveafter authorized by law
to receive and canvass same determines the petition is legal and in proper form
and has been signed by the requirved number of qualified and registered clectors,
the proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors at the next regular
election at which any state officer ig to be elected. An official declaration of
the sufficiency or insufficieney of the petition shall he made by the secretary of
state or such other person or persons as shall hereafter be authorized at least 2
months prior to such election. Any constitutional amendment initiated by the
people as herein provided, ghall take effect and become a part of the constitu-
tion if the same ghall be approved by the number of qualified electors required
in section 1 hereof for the approval of amendments proposed by the legislature,
and not otherwise. ILvery amendment shall take effect 30 days after the elec-
tion at which it is approved. 'The secretary of state or such other person or
persons as may he hereafter authorized by law shall submit all proposed amend-
ments to the constitution initiated by the people for adoption or rejection in
compliance herewith. The petition shall consist of sheets in such form and
having printed or written at the top thereof such heading as shall be designated
or prescribed by the secretary of gtate, or such other person or persong here-
after authorized by law to receive, canvass and check the same. Suach petition
shall be signed by qualified and registered electors in person only with the
residence address of such persons, showing street-names and algo residence
numbers in cities and villages having street numbers, and the date of signing
the same. To each of such petitions, which may eonsmtﬁpf 1 or more sheets,
shall be attached the affidavit of the quahﬁed and registered elector cn’culatmg
the same, who shall be required to identify himself by alfixing his address below
his signature, stating that each signature thereto was gigned in the presence
of such qualified and registered elector and is the genuine signature of the
person qiqning the same, and that to the best knowledge and belief of the affiant
each person signing the petition was at the time of signing a qualified and

r eglbtefed elector.
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Sce. 3. All proposed amendments to the constitution and other questions to
be submitted to the electors shall be published in full, with any existing pro-
visions of the consiitution which would be altered or abrogated thereby, and a
copy thereof shall be posted in each polling place. The purpose of any such
proposed amendment or question shall be designated on the ballots for submis-
sion to the electors in not more than 100 words, exclusive of caption. Such
designation and caption shall be prepared by the secretary of state or by such
other authority as shall be hereafter designated by law within 10 days after the
filing of any proposal and shall consist of a true and impartial statement of
the purpose of the amendment or question in such language as shall create no
prejudice for or against such proposal.

Troposal No. 2.

Amendment to the constitution relative to “circulating initiative legislative
and referendum petitions”, proposed by joint resolution, and ratified by the
people af the biennial spring election, April 7, 1941,

ARTICLE V.,

Section 1. The legisiative power of the state of Michigan is vesfed in a
genate and house of representatives; but the people reserve to themselves the
power to propose legislative measures, resolutions and laws; to enact or reject
the same at the polls independently of the legislature; and to approve or reject
at the polls any act passed by the legislature, except acts making appropria-
tions for state institutions and to meet deficiencies in state funds. The first
power reserved by the people is the initiative, Qualified and registered electors
of the state equal in number to at least § per cent of the total vote cast for all
candidates for governor, at the last preceding general election at which a gov-
ernor was clected, shall be required to propose any measure by petition: Pro-
vided, That no law shall be enacted by the initiative that could not under this
congtlitution be enacted by the legislature. Initiative petitions shall set forth
in full the proposed meagure, and shall be filed with the secretary of state or
such other person or persons as may hereafter be authorized by law to receive
same not less than 10 days before the commencement of any session of the
legisiature. Tivery petition shall be certified to as herein provided as having
been signed by the required number of gualified and registered electors of the
state. Upon receipt of any initiative petition, the secretary of state or such

other person or persons hereafter authorized by law shall canvass the same to
ascertain if such petition has been gigned by the requisite number of qualified
and registered electors, and may, in determining the validity thereof, cause
any doubtful signatures to be checked against the registvation records by the
clerk of any political subdivision in which gaid petitions were circulated, for
properly determining the authenticity of such signatures. If the same has been
g0 signed, the secretary of state or other person or persons hereafter authorized
by law to reccive and canvass same, determines that the petition is legal and
in proper form and has been ‘slgned by the required number of ¢ualified and
registered electors, such pehtwn shall be transmitted to the legislature as soon
as it convenes and organizes. The law proposed by such pet itlon shall be either
enacted or rejected by the legislature without change or amendment within 40
days from the time such petition is received by the legislature.

If any law proposed by such petition shall be enacted by the legislature it
ghall be subject to referendum, as hereinafter provided. If any law so pe-
titioned for be rejected, or if no action is taken upon it by the legislature within
gaid 40 days, the secretary of state or such other person or persons hereafter
authorized by law shall submit such proposed law to the people for approval




