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810 JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 1931 

State refunding bonds. Sec. 21. 'rhe state may from time to time borrow 
money and issue bonds therefor on such terms as shall be provided by law 
for the purpose of paying· or refunding any outstanding bonded indebtedness 
of the state. 

Re8olved further, That the foregoing amendment be submitted to the people 
of this state on the first Monday of April, nineteen hundred thirty-one. The 
secretary of state is hereby required to certify said proposed amendment to 
the clerks of the several counties of the state in the manner and within the 
time prescribed by law, and it shall be the duty of all officers to take such 
steps as may be necessary to have said amendment submitted to the people 
It shall be the dut-y of the boa.rd of election commissioners of ea.ch county 
to prepare a ballot for the use of the electors in voting upon said amendment 
which ballot shall be in substantially the following· form: ' 

"Vote on amendment to article ten of the state constitution. 
Shall article ten of the state constitution be amended by adding a section 

to be designated as section 1,yent-y-one so as to authorize the state to borrow 
money for the purpose of paying or refunding outstanding bonded indebted­
ness, and to issue bonds therefor? 

Yes 0 
No □." 

Rejccte(l by the people at the general election held Aprll 6, 1931. 

[No. 3.] 

A JOIN'l' RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to section 1 of Article 
III of the constitution, relative to the qualifications of electors. 

Resolved by the Senate a,ncl the Honse of Itepi·esentatives of the State of 
A[ichignn, 'l'hat the following amendment to section 1 of Article III of the 
constitution of this state prescribing aml defining the qualifications of electors 
in this state, is hereby proposed and a.greed to, that is to say, that said section 
be amended to read as follows: 

AR~'ICLE III. 

Qualifications of electors; absentee voters, sex, township voting. Section 1. 
In all elections every inhabitant of this state being a citizen of the United 
States; every inhabitant residing in this state on the twenty-fourth day of 
June, eighteen hundred thirty-five; every inhabitant residing in this state 
on the first day of Jan nary, eighteen hundred fifty; every male inhabitant 
of foreign birth, who having resided in the state two years and six months 
prior to the eighth day of November, eighteen hundred ninety-four, and having 
declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States two yea.rs 
and six months prior to said last named day, and who shall have completed 
his naturalization prior to January first, nineteen hundred twenty-four; the 
wife of any inhabitant of foreign bh-tlt who, having_ resided in the state two 
years and six months prior to the eighth day of November, eighteen hundre1 
ninety-four, and having declared his intention to become a citizen of the 
United States two years and six months prior to said la.st named day, and 
who shall have completed his naturalization prior to January one, nineteen 
hundred twenty-four; and every civilized inhabitant of Indian descent, a 
native of the United States, shall be an elector and entitled to vote; but no 
one shall be an elector and entitled to vote at any election, unless he or s~e 
shall be above the age of twenty-one years and has resided in this state SIX 
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months, and in the city or township in which he or she offers to vote twenty 
days next preceding such election: l'rovfrlell, That no qualified elector in the 
actual military service of the United States or of this state or in the army or 
navy thereof, or any student while in attendance at any institution of learn­
ing, or any person engaged in teaching in the public schools of this state, or 
any regularly enrolled member of any citizens' military or naval training 
camp, held under the authority of the government of the United States or the 
state of Michigan, or any member of the legislature while h1 attendance at 
any session of the legislature, or said member's immediate family during 
such time, or commercial traveler, or any qualified elector employed upon 
or in the operation of railroad trains in this state, or any sailor engaged and 
employed on the great lakes or in coastwise trade, shall be deprived of a vote 
by reason of absence from the township, ward or state in which he or she 
resides; and the legislature shall provide by law the manner in which and the 
time and place at which such absent electors may vote and for the canvass 
and return of their votes: Prov·ille{l further, That the legislature shall have 
power to pass laws covering qualified electors who may be necessarily absent 
from other causes than above specified: Ana provided fnrthm·, 'L'hat there 
shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any election on account of sex: 
And provillell further, That the legislature may provide by law that the 
electors of a township may cast their ballots at a township polling place 
located within the limits of a city which has been incorporated from territory 
formerly a part of the township. 

Resolved further, 'l'hat the foregoing amendment be submitted to the people 
of this state at the general election to be held in November, nineteen hundred 
thirty-two. The secretary of state is hereby required to certify said proposed 
amendment to the clerks of the various counties of the state in the manner 
required by law. It shall be the duty of the board of election commissioners 
of each county to prepare ballots for the use of the electors when voting on 
said proposed amendment, which ballots, after setting forth the proposed 
amendment in full, shall be in substantially the following form: 

"Vote on amendment to section one of article three of the constitution . 
Shall section one of article three of the constitution relative to the qualifica­
tions of electors be so amended as to require residence in the city instead of 
the ward for a period of twenty days next preceding an election and to 
permit the legislature to provide by law that the electors of a township may 
cast their ballots at a township polling place located within the limits of a 
cily which has been incorporated from territory formerly a part of the town­
shJp? Said section so amended will read as follows: 

tlection 1. In all elections every inhabitant of this state being a citizen of 
the United States; every inhabitant residing in this state on the twenty-fourth 
day of June, eighteen hundred thirty-Jive; every inhabitant residing in this 
stat,, on the first day of January, eighteen hundred fifty; every male inhabi­
tant of foreign birth, who having resided in the state two years and six 
months prior to the eighth day of N ovemher, eighteen hundred ninety-four, 
and having declared his intention to become a citizen of the United States 
two years and six months prior to said last named day, and who shall have 
completed his naturalization prior to January first, nineteen hundred twenty­
four; the wifo of any inhabitant of foreign birth who, having resided in the 
state two years and six months prior to the eighth day of November, eighteen 
hundred ninety-four, and having declared his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States two years and six months prior to said last named day, 
and who shall have completed his naturalization prior to ,January one, nine­
teen hundred twenty-four; and every civilized inhabitant of Indian descent, 
a n::itive of the United States, shall be an elector and entitled to vote: but 
no one shall be an elector and entitled to vote at any election, unless he or 
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she shall be above the age of twenty~on? Y?H's a_nd has resided in this state 
six monlhs, and m the city or towuslnp 111 winch he or site offers to vot 
tweuty days next JJreccding such clectiou: Prnvidccl, 'J'lrnt no qualified electoe 
in the actual military senicc of the United States or of this state 01, in ti/ 
arn1y or navy thereof, or any student ·while in attendance _at any institutioie 
of learning, or auy pcr:-:ion engngL•d in teaehiug in the pulJlic schools of thi 

1 

sta~:c,. 01· auy reg1'.larly enrolled 1nc111ll?r of. any citizens' nrilitary or nava~ 
trmmng camp, held nuder the authority of the gov,;rmm,nt of the United 
States 01· the state of Michigan, or any member of the legislature while in 
attendance at a11y 1-:l(~ssion of tlw legislature, or sa.icl 1ne1nber's iininediate 
fmuily during such tbne, or conuue1•c.ial traveler, 01· any c11utlified electol' 
employed upon 01·. in the opc1·ation of 1·ailroad trains in this state, or any 
sailor engaged and cn1ployed on the great lakes or in coastwi:1e trade shall 
be depri vcrl of a vole by reason of abs,;nce from the township, w:wd o1: state 
in which he or she resides; aucl the Jegislatnro shall provide by law the 
ma.nu er in which allC] the time a.ml place at which such absent electors may 
vote and fo1· lhe canvass and retmn of their votes: !',·oc-i,lwl f-1wtlwr, That 
the legfalalnre shall have power to pass laws covering qualified electors who 
may lie necessarily absent from other causes than above specifier!: And pro­
vfr/.erl fu,·thcw, 'l'hat there shall be no deuirtl of the ekclivc franchise at any 
election on account of sex: And p,·ovirle,l f11rtlwl', 'I'hat the legislature may 
provide by law that the electors of a township may cast their ballots at a 
township polling place located within the limits of a cil.y whieh has been· 
incorporated from territory .formerly a part of the township. 

Yes D 
No □." 

[No. 4.] 

A JOIN'l' RlsSOLU'J'ION proposing an amendment to seetion nine of Article 
VI of the state constitu1ion 1:o prohibit the pardoning of persons convicted 
of first degree murder. 

nesolvc1Z., /Jy the {Jen.ate ancl Ho11sc of J/,cJJrescnta.t·ivcs of the E!tc1te of 
Mi.chigan, 'l'liat the following amenclment to section nine of Article VI of 
the stat<e constitntion prohibiting the p:nclrrning o[ persons convicted of first 
degree murder, is hel'(,b_y proposed and agi·eerl to, that is to say that said 
section be a1ne11ded to read ns fol1cnvs: 

AR'rICLE VI. 

Powers and duties of g-overnor; reprieves and pardons. Sec. 9. He may 
grnnt reprieyes, cornmutationH and pal'dnnR after convictions for all offenses, 
except treason, first degree murder and enses of impeachment, upon such 
conditions and with such restrictions anrl lirnitati011s as he may think proper, 
subject to regnlations pi,ovi1led hy la.w relative to I.he manner of applying 
for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, he nrny suspend the execution of 
the sentence until the case ,shall he reported to the legislature at its next 
ses:.::ion, when the legislature i-:lin.ll either pardon or c/mnnute the sentence, 
direct the execution oJ' 11w sentence or grant a further 1·epl'ieve. He shall 
connnunicate to tl1e legislature at each RCRRion infoTmation of each case of 
rcpricve1 com1nntation or pnrdnn granted mHl the 1'casons thcl'cfor: Providecl, 
howcvm·J ri~hnt nt any tilne npon the disrovery of 1ww ~vidcnce a person may 
move for a 1ww ti:ial in cases of conviction for ·first degree murder. 

Resolved further, That the foregoing amendment shall he submitted to the 
people of this state at the general November election in nineteen hundred 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

Proposal No. 1. 

Amendment to the constitution to establish a liquor control comnuss1on to control 
alcoholic beverage traffic and to provide for an excise tax on retUil sales, proposed by 
initiative petition, and ratified by the people at the November election of nineteen 
hundred thirty-two. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

Liquor control commission, local option by counties. 
Sec. 11. The legislature may by law establish a liquor control commission, 

who, subject to statutory limitations, shall exercise complete control of the 
alcoholic beverage traffic within this state, including the retail sales thereof; 

! and the legislature may also provide for an excise tax on such sales: Providing, 
however, that neither the legislature nor such commission may authorize the 
·manufacture or sale of alcoholic beverages in any county in which the electors 
thereof, by a majority vote, shall prohibit the same. 

Proposal No. 2. 

Amendment to the constitution relative to limiting a.mount of taxes assessed against 
property, proposed by initiative petition, and ratified by the people at the November 
election of nineteen hundred thirty-two. 

ARTICLE X. 

Tax rate on property, maximum, increase. 
Sec. 21. The total amount of taxes assessed against property for all plll'· 

l . poses in any one year shall not exceed one and one·half per cent of the assessed 
j valuation of said property, except taxes levied for the payment of interest 
l and principal on obligations heretofore incurred, which sums shall be sepa· 
A rately assessed in all cases: Provided, that this limitation may be increased 
j for a period of not to exceed five years at any one time, to not more than a 
2 total of five per cent of the assessed valuation, by a two-thirds vote of the 

electors of any assessing district, or when provided for by the charter of a 

8 
municipal corporation: Provided further, that this limitation shall not 

l apply to taxes levied in the year 1932. 
~ ,, 
I 
4 Proposal No. 5. 

Amendment to the constitution relative to requil'ing residence i:ta the city instead of the 
ward for a period of twenty days next preceding an election and to provide that the 
electors of a township may vote at a to\vnShip ·pQlling place located within a city 
incorporated from territory formerly a part of the township, proposed by the legislature 
of 1931, and ratified by the people at the November election of nineteen hundre~ thirty-two. 

AR'l'ICLE III. 

Qualifications of electors; absentee voters, sex, township voting·. 
Section 1. In all elections every iµhabitant of this state being a citizen of 

the United States; every inhabitant residing in this state on the twent,r-fourth 
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day of June, eighteen hundred thiri_:Y•five; every inhabitant residing in. thi}' 
~tate on tl1e !lrst i:ay of Janum7, eigh~een l:1md1•ed fifty; every male inhab/ 
rtant of foreign birth, who havmg resided m the state two years an.d siit' 
months prior to the e~gh):h da.r of November, ei!l"h,teen hundred 1;1inety-four 
and havmg declared Ins mtentron to become a citizen of the Umted StateJ: 
two years a~d six mo_nth~ pri01:' to said last named ~ay, and who shall hav? 
completed h:s naturah~at10n_ pr10r to Ja1;1uary_ first, nmetee1;1 hund1;ed twenty,} 
four; the wrfo of any mhabrtant of foreign birth who, havmg resided in the 
state two years and six months prior to the eighth day of Novembe1•, eighteen: 
hundred ninety.four, and having declared his intention to become a citizen 
of the United States two years and six months p1•ior to said last named .day/ 
and who shall have completed his naturalizatiou prior to January one, nine'. 
teen hundred twenty.fom•; and every civilized inhabitant of Indian descent' 
a native of the United States, shall be an elector and entitled to vote;.but n<i 
one shall be an elector and entitled to vote at any election, unless he or sh 
shall be above the age of twenty-one years and has resided in this state lli:i 
months, and in the city or township in which he or she offers to vote twenty} 
days next preceding such election: Provided, That no qualified elector i · 
the actual military service of the United States or of this state or in the arm' 
01' navy thereof, or any student while in attend,ince at any institution.of 
learning, or any person engaged in teaching in the public schools of this state 
or any regularly enrolled member of any· citizens' military or naval traini ' 
camp, held under the authority of the government of the United States or th 
state of l\fichigan, or any member of tlie legislature while in attendanc_e l:t 
any session of the legislature, or said member's immediate family durin 
such time, or commercial traveler, or any qualified elector employed upon· or 
in the operation of railroad trains in this state, or any sailor engaged an4 
employed on the g-reat lakes or in coastwise trade, shall be deprived of a vot{l 
by reason of absence from the township, ward or state in which he or sh.' 
resides; and the legislature shall provide by law the manner in which and.' 
the time and place at which such absent electors may vote and for the canva~s; 
and return of their votes: Provided further, That the legislature shall hav¢ 
power to pass laws covering qualified electors who may be necessarily absen 
from other causes than above specified: And provided further', · That ther_e 
shall be no denial of the elective franchise at any election on account of-sex 
And provided further, That the legislature may provide by law that .tlf 
electors of a township may cast their ballots at a township polling plac 
located within the limits of a city which has been incorporated from territor 
formerly a part of the township. · 

Proposal No, 7. 

Amendment to the constitution relative to qualifications of electors voting on questio~-~ 
involving direct expenditure of public money or the issue of bonds, proposed by the 
legislature of 1931, and ratified by the people at the November election of -ninetef!'ri 
hundred thirty~two. 

ARTICLE III. 

Election's as to direct expenditures or bond issues. . 
Sec. 4. Whenever any question is submitted to a vote of the electors whi.ch: 

involves the direct e,q1enditure of public money or the issue of bonds, only, 
such persons having the qualifications of electors who have property assessed 
for taxes in any part of the district or territory to be affected by the result 
of such election or the lawful husbands or wives of such persons shall b~. 
entitled to vote thereon. · 


