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JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 1917-NO 4. 931 

[No. 4.) 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an amendment to section twenty­
six of article eight of the constitution of the State of Michigan, with 
reference to the construction, improvement and maintenance of high­
ways. 

Rcsolvccl by the Senate and H01tse of Representatives of the S.t'.cttc of 
jjfichigan, 'l'hat section twenty-six of article eight of the conslitntion 
of the State of Michigan, with reference to the construction, improve­
ment and maintenance of high,1•ays, shall be amended to read as follows: 

S1cc. 2G. The Legislature may by general law provide for the laying 
out, construction, improvement and maintenance of highways, bl'idg;e,; 
and culverts by the State and by the counties and townships thereof 
and by road districts; and may authorize counties or districts to take 
charge and co11trol of any highway within their limits for such 
Jmrposes. 'l'he Legislature may also by general law prescribe the pow­
ers and duties of boards of supervisors in relation to highways, 
bridges and culverts; may provide for county and· district road com­
missioners to be appointed or elected, with such power,; and duties 
as may be prescribed by law; and may change and abolish the powers 
and duties of township commissioners and overseers of highways. 'l'he 
Legislature may provide by law for submitting the question of adovt­
ing the county road system to the electors of the counties, and mich 
road s3,stcm shall not go into operation in any county until approved 
by a majority of the electors thereof voting thereon. '11hc tax raic:ed 
for road pur1,oses by counties shall not exceed in any one year fh·e 
dollars upon each one thousand dollars of assessed valuation for the 
preceding year. 

Re,rnlvccl f.urther, 'fhat the foregoing amendment he submitted to 
the people of this State at the general election to be held on the first 
Monday of April, nineteen hundred seventeen. The Secretary of State 
is hereby required to certify said propq~ed amendment to the clerks 
of the several counties of the State in the manner and within the time 
required .by law. It shall be the duty of the board of election commis­
sioners of each county to prepare ballots for the use of the eledorn 
in voting upon said amendment which ballots shall be in rmbstantinlly 
the following form: 

Vote on amendment to section twellty-;;ix of article eight of the con­
stitution, with reference to the -·construction, improvemei,t and main­
tenance of highways, it being proposed that said Rection be amended 
to read as follows: · 

Su;c. 2G. The Legislature may by general law provide for the laying 
out, construction, improyement and maintenance of highways, bridges 
and culverts by the State .and by the countie,; and townships thereof 
and hy road districts; and may authorize counties or districts to take 
charge aud control of any highway within their limits for such 
purposes. 'l'he Legislature may also by general law prescribe tile po,Y­
ers and duties of boards of supervisors in relation to highways, 
bridg·cs and cuh'erts; may provide fo1· comity mid district road com-
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missioncr1, to be nppoin tee! .01· elected, wi lh :,;neh powers and duties 
as mny be Jll'escribed by law; and may change aud abolish the powers 
m1cl duties of towHship commissimier:-; and overseers of higlnvny:,;. 'l'he 
Lc;glslnture may provide by law for snbmilti11g the question of adopt­
fog the cormly niarl sy:-;lp111 to the electol'~ of the eonntie;;, aud 8llch 
Tond BJ.Stem Nlrnll llOt go into 01w1·alion in :my connty until np]ll'onxl 
by a mnj,n·i1y or l!Je c·kc·tm's ihereoJ' voting thereon. 'J'lie tnx raised 
for nincl Jllll'JIOSl':-; hy conntie:-; ;;hall 11ol exceed i11 Hll.)' one yem· fire 
tlolla1'8 HflOH each oue U1om,and clollm.·s of assessed ralnation fm· the 
pl'eccding year. 

Arnemlrne11t to section twenty-,;ix of article eight of tlw constitution, 
with l'eforcnce lo the comd.1·netion, improvement and maintenance of 
Ii iglnl'nys. Y·M [ J 

Amemlrncut to section twent.r-Bix, of article eight of tl1e constitution, 
with l'eforcncc to tbe cmrnll'uctiou, irnprorement aml rnaintenm1ce of 
highways. No [ ]. 

It sl1:1ll be the (luty of the boal'Cl of election commis:,ioner;; of each 
county to deliver tile ballots so prepare<] to the iuspeclor.s of elcctiou 
of the various voting precii1c1t1 witbin tltefr respective countie;; within 
tte time and in the m1m1H'l' proviclecl by the general election law. All 
votes cast upon said amendment shall be counted, ca1wassed and re­
turned in the same nurnner as i;; provided by law for couu ting, canvas;;­
i11g and returning vote:,; rast for fcltn te offlcer-s. 

[No. 5.J 

A ,JOI1':'l' RE80LlT'J'ION proposing an nme1Hlment to section twfmty.. 
one of m·tiele six of the constitution of this :State, relative to the 
salaries of State officers. 

Resolved b,1J the Scilafo anrl House o,~ Rcp1·c.sc:nlatirc& of l!1c 8.Lalc of 
JIIich-i_qan, 'l'hat the following nmerl(lment to i'eelioll hn•Hty-oHe of m·lide 
l'lix of the constitution, reln tfrc to the 8alm·ics of State oHieen;, is hen'­
by Jlt·opo:,ed, agreed to mid rmlnniHecl 1 o tlie people of tliis State: 

811c. 21. 'l'he Gon·rum· null Attm·Hev Gc1H•r11l :-;lial1 enc:h rec-eiye mi 
annual salary of five" thousand dolliu's.' '!'lie Renetary of Stat", State 
'l'rem:urer arnl Amlito1· (fo11eral shall enc:h receiye an mmuffll-iITlai·y of 
four tho1rna11d dollan,. 'l'licy shall 1·en·ire no i'Pe;.,. or JlP1·qni;sitc~ whalPrer 
fo1· He JH•rformauce of ally clutit>:; cmrncd<>d with the ofikcs. It c.l1nll 
nol 1Je co111petellt for the Lct_d}-_;]atun_~ io i11(T(:~1se tJie. sal.n1.·i('s J1en•i11 
provided. 

Rcsolt:cr! f11ril11:r, '!'li:il 1hc• foregoing; :llil\'ll<lmf'n! 11(• ,:11Jm1it-lf•d 1o tile 
people of this State al Uie efodion to he li(•l(l on ihe Jin:/: JW011d:1y in 
Apl'il in the yc~ar nineteen hundred seventeen. The Sl~CJ'elm·y of Stn(e 
iH hereby 1·eq11ired to eertify the f01·egoi11g anwrnlnwn t: 1o the de1·kl'l ot' 
the f;C\'f'J•al <001rnties of !lw Stale as reqniH·(l hy law. And it ;;hall be 
th;; (lnty of :ill oilkinls to tnk1, sncli Btcp:s as rnay hr n1,1·essnry to lwrn 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Amendment to the constitution with reference to the right of the 
State to acquire, hold and dispose of certain propert]' under prescribed 
conditions, proposed !Jy the Legislature of nineteen hundred seventeen, 
and ratified by the people at the Apdl election of nineteen hundred 
seventeen. 

AR'l'ICLg X. 

SEC. 20. It shall be competent for the State to acquire, purchase, 
take, hold and ope1·ate any railroad, or railroad prop(erty, belonging to 
any railroad or railway company in thfa State lwretofore organized 
under a spedal charter still in for·ce and effed and constituting a con­
tract between the State and said compm1y, wherein the right to pur­
chase or acquire has been reserved to the State, whenever in the judgment 
of the Legislature such acquisition or p111·chasing is necessary to pro­
tect and conserve the rights arn1 inteTests of the State under such 
chari:Pr or contract. Any and all debts or _obligations of such company 
c01rntituti11g a lien upon such railroad, or railroad property, may he 
assumed by the State; and such road or property may be leased, sold 
or dispor-:ed of in such manner as may be peovided by law. 

Amendment to tho constitution with reference to -the construction, 
improvement and maintenance of high,vays, proposed by the Legislature 
of nineteen hundred seventeen, anr1 ratified by the people at the April 
election of nineteen hundred seventeen. 

AHTICLE VIII. 

SEC. 26. 'fhe Legislature may by general law provide for the laying 
out, construction, improvement and maintenance of highways, bridges 
anr1 culverts by the State and !Jy the counties and townships thereof 
and by road districts; and may authorize counties or districts to take 
charge and control of any highway withh1 their- limits for such purposes.-~ 
'l'he Legislature may also by general law prei;cl'ibe the powers and duties 
of hoards of supervisors iu relation to highways, bridges aud culverts; 
may provide · for. county and district road commissioners to be np­
pointed 01' elected, with such powers and duties as may be prescribed 
by law; and may change and abolish the powers and duties of town­
ship COilllllissioners and overseers of highways. The Legislature may 
provide by law for submitting the question of adopting the county road . 
;,;ystem to the electors of the counties, and snch road system shall not 
go into operation in any county until approved b3~ a majority of the 
electors thereof voting thereon. The tax raised for road purposes by 
counties shall not exceed in any one year five dollars upon each one 
thousand dollars of assessed valuation for the preceding year. 


