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928 ,JOINT RESOLUTIONS, Hll7-No. 2. 

Prov'iclecl furthe1·, 'rhat the Legislature shall have powee to pass laws 
covering qualified electors who may be necessarily absent from other 
causes tlrnn above specified. 

Resolvccl further, 'l'hat the foregoing amendment be submitted to the 
people of this State at the general election to be held in the month of 
April iu the year nineteen lnmclrecl serenteen. 'l'he Secretary of State 
is hereby required to certify the foregoing arnendmeut to the derlrn of' 
the several counties of this State as required by law. It shall be the 
duty of the board of election· commissioners of each counly to prepare 
a ballot fo1• the use of the electors for the voting upon said amendment, 
which ballut shall be in substantially the following form: 

"Vote on proposed amendment to the constitution relative to the 
elective franchise-. 

Amend section one of article three of the coustitution so as to read 
as follows: · 

[IIere insert said section one of article three of the constitution as 
proposed to be amended.] 

Yes. [ ] 
No. [ ]" 
It shall be the duty of the board of election commissioners of each 

county to deliver the ballots so prepared to the persons designated pur­
suant to law to receive the oflldal ballots for nse in said county at said 
election, and within the time other ballots to be used at said election 
are required to be delivered. All votes cast upon said amendment shall 
be counted, canvassed aud returned in the same manner as is provided 
by law for counting, canvassing and returning the vote for State 
officers. 

[No. 2.] 

A ,JOIN'I' RESOLU'l'ION proposing an amendment to article eight of 
the constitution of this State, by adding a new section thereto, to 
stand as section fifteen-a of said article, authorizing drainage districts 
to issue bonds for drainage purposes. 

Resolvccl by the Senate nncl 1£ouse of Representatives of the 8,tate of 
Mfoh·igan, That the following nmendment to. the constitution of the 
Rtate of l\1.ichigan, authorizing any drainage district established under 
provision of law to issue bonds for drriinage purposes, is hereby pro­
posed, agreed to and submitted to the people of the Statei, that is to say, 
that a new section be added to article eight, to stand as section fifteen-a 
of said article,. to reacl as follows: 

SEC. l5a. Any drainage district, established under pr9vision of law, 
may ·issue bonds for drainage purposes within such district. 

Resolvccl further, That the foregoing amendment be submitted to the 
people of this State at the election to be held on the first l\'fonday in 
April, nineteen hundred seventeen. The Secretary of State is hereby 
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,required io certify the foregoiiig ameiHlrneut to the clerks of the several 
,counties of the State, as required by law. It shall be the duty of the 
,board of election commissioners of each county to prepare a ballot for 
the use of the electors in voting upon said amendment, which ballot, 
:after showing the amendmc11t iu full, shall lie in snlistantially the follow­
.ing form: 

"1Tote on nmeudment to m·ticle eight of the coustitntion relative to 
pel'lnitting clrailrnge districts to icssue bonds: 

Amendment to artide eight of the constitution to permit drainage 
,districts to issue bonds for drainage purposes. Yes. [ ] 

Amendment to article eight of the constitution to permit drainage 
,districts 1o issue lionlls for drainage purposes. No. [ ]" 

It shall be the duty of the board of election cmnmissioners of each 
,coimty to l1eliYer -Uie ballots rso prepared to the inspectors of election 
.af the se\'eral. yothig preciuct:; within their respective counties, within 
the time liallots to be used at said election are required to be delivered 
to such inspectors 1rncler the genel'al elcetion la\Y. All Yotes cast upon 
said amendment shall be counted, canYa1Ssed and returned in the same 
manner as is 1irovided by law for eonnting, canrassing and returning 
the vote for State officers. 

[No. H.J 

A. JOINT BESOLU'l1 ION proposing an amendment to article ten of the 
,constitution by adding a new section thereto to stand as section 
twenty of said article with reference to the right of the State to ac­
,quire, hold and dispose of certain property mider prescribed con­
ditions. 

Be -it Resolvell by the S,enatc an1l II ouse of Reprcscntcif.ives of, the 
.State of JJ1Icluigan, That it is hereby proposed that article ten of the 
<:onstitution of this State be amcll(1e<1 l1y adding a new section thereto 
to stand as section twenty of sai<l artide with reference to the right 
of the State to acquire, ho1d and dispose of certain property under 
prescribed conditio11s, and that such JH'OJl6Se<T amendment be ngrcecl to 
and submitted to the people of the State, said added section to read 
as follows: 

SEC. 20. It sliall lie competent for the State to aequil-c, 1m1·chasc, 
take, holcl and operate any railroall, or raih-oad property, belongillg 
to a11y railroad 01· rail\\'ay company iii tl,iN Hinh• heretofore orgauized 
under a special charter still in fo1·ee nm] effect anti nmstitnting a con· 
tract bet\\·<•en ilie Stnte Hllil said <·01npa1t,\', 11·lil'l't'i11 tl:e 1·ight io pur­
chase or ncquire has lice11 1·psi,1•1 c,J 1o llH! Nlit!<·, wli<·11c•re1· in lhe jnllg· 
ment of the Legislatm·e :sHeh :upiisitioll or pu !'chasing is nece:ssary to 
protect and cmis('l'\'C Ille riglit~ a1Hl interests of tl1e State nnder snch 
charter or confrnd. Any :rnd a 11 <Jellis 01· obligaliom; of snch eom­
pany corn,tituting a l iPn upon such rn.ilmad, or railroad pl'operty, nwy 
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938 AMENDMENTS TO THE COi\'STITUTION, 

Amendment to the constitution relative to the elective franchise, pro­
posed by the Legislature of nineteen hundred seventeen, and rati-fl.°ed 
by the people at the April election of nineteen hundred seventeen. 

ARTICLrn I 11, 

SECTION 1. In all elections, every male inhabitant of this State, be­
ing a citizen of the United States; ever·y male inhabitant residing in 
this State on the twenty-fourth day of June, eighteen hundred thirty­
five; eYery male inhabitant residing in this State on the first day of 
;Tanuary, eighteen hundred fifty; every male inhabitant of foreign birth, 
who, having resided in the State two years aml Rix months prior to 
the eighth day of November, eighteen hundred ninety-four, and having 
declared his intention to become a citizeri of the United States two 
years and six months prior to said last named day; and ever>y civilized 
male inhabitant of Indian descent, a native of the United States, shall 
he an elector and entitled to vote; but no one shall be an elector or 
entitled to vote at trny election unless he shall be above the age of twenty­
one years, ancl has resided in this State six months and in the township 
or ward in which he offers to vote twenty clays next preceding such 
election: Provfrlecl, 'rhat no qualified elector in the actual service of 
the United States or of this State, or any student while in attendance 
at any institution of learning, or any regularly enrolled member of 
any citizens' 1,nilitary or naval training camp held under the authority 
of the government of the United States or the State of Michigan, or 
any member of the Legislature while in attendance at any session of 
the Legislature, or commercial traveler, or any qualified elector em­
ployed upon or in the operation of railroad trains in this State, or 
any sailor engaged and employed on the great lakes or in coastwise 
trade shall be deprived of his vote by reason of his absence from the 

, township, ward or State in which he resides; and the Legislature shall 
provide by law the manner in which and the time ancl place at which 
such absent electors may vote and for the canvass and return of thefr 
votes: Provicled further, That the Legislature shall have power to pass 
laws covering qualified electors who may be necessarily absent from 
other causes than above specified. 

Amendment to the constitution authorizing drainage distrids to issue· 
bonds for drainage purposes, proposed by the Legislature of nineteen 
hundred seventeen, and ratified by the people at the April election of 
nineteen hundred seventeen. 

ARTICLrn VIII. 

Smc. 15a. Any drainage district, established under· provision of law, 
may issue bonds for drainage purposes within such district. 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Amendment to the constitution with reference to the right of the 
State to acquire, hold and dispose of certain propert]' under prescribed 
conditions, proposed !Jy the Legislature of nineteen hundred seventeen, 
and ratified by the people at the Apdl election of nineteen hundred 
seventeen. 

AR'l'ICLg X. 

SEC. 20. It shall be competent for the State to acquire, purchase, 
take, hold and ope1·ate any railroad, or railroad prop(erty, belonging to 
any railroad or railway company in thfa State lwretofore organized 
under a spedal charter still in for·ce and effed and constituting a con­
tract between the State and said compm1y, wherein the right to pur­
chase or acquire has been reserved to the State, whenever in the judgment 
of the Legislature such acquisition or p111·chasing is necessary to pro­
tect and conserve the rights arn1 inteTests of the State under such 
chari:Pr or contract. Any and all debts or _obligations of such company 
c01rntituti11g a lien upon such railroad, or railroad property, may he 
assumed by the State; and such road or property may be leased, sold 
or dispor-:ed of in such manner as may be peovided by law. 

Amendment to tho constitution with reference to -the construction, 
improvement and maintenance of high,vays, proposed by the Legislature 
of nineteen hundred seventeen, anr1 ratified by the people at the April 
election of nineteen hundred seventeen. 

AHTICLE VIII. 

SEC. 26. 'fhe Legislature may by general law provide for the laying 
out, construction, improvement and maintenance of highways, bridges 
anr1 culverts by the State and !Jy the counties and townships thereof 
and by road districts; and may authorize counties or districts to take 
charge and control of any highway withh1 their- limits for such purposes.-~ 
'l'he Legislature may also by general law prei;cl'ibe the powers and duties 
of hoards of supervisors iu relation to highways, bridges aud culverts; 
may provide · for. county and district road commissioners to be np­
pointed 01' elected, with such powers and duties as may be prescribed 
by law; and may change and abolish the powers and duties of town­
ship COilllllissioners and overseers of highways. The Legislature may 
provide by law for submitting the question of adopting the county road . 
;,;ystem to the electors of the counties, and snch road system shall not 
go into operation in any county until approved b3~ a majority of the 
electors thereof voting thereon. The tax raised for road purposes by 
counties shall not exceed in any one year five dollars upon each one 
thousand dollars of assessed valuation for the preceding year. 


