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JOIN'.r RESOLU'.rIONS, 1899-No. 6. 479 

Be it fu1·ther resolved, That said amendment shall be submittted to the 
'people of this State at the election to be held on the first ·Monday of 
April, eighteen hundred ninety-nine, and the Secretary of State is hereby 
required to give notice of the same to the sheriffs of the several coun­
ties in this State at least fifteen days prior to said election. And it shall 
be the duty of the several boards of election commissioners, in the sev­
eral counties of this State, in preparing the ballots to be used at such 
election, to have printed thereon the words,, "Amendment to the consti­
tution relative to the laying out, construction, improvement and main­
tenance of highways, bridges and culverts by counties and townships," 
and below the same, upon the ballot, shall be placed, in separate lines, 
the words "Yes," and "No," and each elector shall designate his vote 
by a cross mark placed opposite the word "Yes," or the word "No." The 
manner of voting shall conform to the provisions of act number one hun­
dred ninety of the public acts of eighteen hundred ninety-one, entitled 
"An act to prescribe the manner of conducting and to prevent fraud and 
deception at elections in this State." 'fhe ballots shall in all respects 
be canvassed, and returns made, as in general elections of State officers; 
and 

Be it further resolved, That all provisions of act number one hundred 
ninety, of the public acts of one thousand eight hundred ninety-one, so 
far as the same relate to the time required for the Secretary of State to 
g·ive notice of the same to the sheriffs of the several counties, shall not 
be applicable to this joint resolution. 

[No. 6.] 

JOINT RESOLUTION to amend sections one, five, eight, ten, twelve, 
fourteen, fifteen, nineteen and twenty, of article six, of the constitu­
tion of this State, relative to the judicial department. 

Resolved by the Sencite aiul H auBe of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan, That the following amendments to the constitution of this 

. State be and the same are hereby proposed-that is to say, that section 
one, article six, section five, article six, section eight, article six, section 
ten, article six, section twelve, article six, section fourteen, article six, 
section fifteen, article six, section nineteen, article six, and se<!tion twen­
ty, article six, of said constitution, be amended so as to· read as follows: 

Sruc'l'ION 1. The judicial power is vested in one supreme court, in one 
intermediate court, which intermediate court shall have such jurisdic­
tion n.nd powers as may be prescribed by the legislature, in circuit courts, 
in probate courts, and in justices of the peace. Municipal courts of civil 
anrl criminal jurisdiction may be established by the legislature in cities. 

Rmc. 5. The supreme court shall, by a general rule, establish, modify 
and amend the practice in such court, and in the intermediate. circuit and 
probate courts, and simplify the same. The legislature shall, as far as 
practicable, abolish distinctions between law and equity proceedings. 
The office of master in chancery is prohibited. 



480 JOfN'I' RESOLUTIONS, 189!1-No. Ii. 

SEc. 8. The inte1·mediate court shall have such appellate jnris'dic. 
tion in all matters civil and crhninal, from all circuit courts and other 
inferior courts and tribunals, and supervisory control of tlie same as" 
may be prescribed by law. 'l'he circuit courts sllall have original jl{risi 
diction in all !n~tters civil and criminal, not_ ex_ceJ?te~1 in ,this constituti_011 
and not proh1b1ted by law, and appellate Jm·1s<hebon from all inferioi, 
courts and tribunals, and a supervisory control of the Harne. 'l'he inter.(' 
mediate and eircnit courts shall also ha V'.e powPL' to issue w1·its of habeas 
corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, cert:ionu·i, and other w,rits Ci 
necessary to catry into effect their orders, judgments and <1eerees and < 
giYe them general contr<il over inferior courts and trilnmals ,vithin 'thefr< .. 
respective jurisdictions, and in all such other· ea;.;rs arnl matters as the:,: 
supreme court shall by rule prescribe. . · > 

HEc. 10. The supreme and interme<liat1:, c·ourts may each appoint ll. 
reporter of its decisions. 'rlie decisions of the ,mpremc <00111-t and inter;< 
medi~te court ~hall b~ in w!·iting, an'.l sig1w<l by _t11c judgc,s (,oncurring",i 
then,m. Any Jndge d1ssentmg therefrom ~hall gwe the reason of such;(':i 
dissPnt in writing, under his signature. All s11ch opinions shall be filed;',,', 
in the office of the clerk of such supreme conrt an<l intermediate court:; 
respectively. 'l'he judges of the circuit courts, within their respectiv~· 
juriRdictions, may appoint a stenographer, and may fill vaeanc,iPs in the ' 
office of county clerk and prosecuting attorney, but no ,i11dge of the su({' 
preme, internwdiate or cir-cnit com·ts shall exercise any other power of. 
appointment to public office, except as provided for above, nnd in section' 
twph·e of this article. . · · •::. <!;" 

81,c. 12. The clerk of each county organized for judicial purposes shall<' 
be clerk of the circuit court of snch county. The supreme and interrne."; 
diate courts shall each have power to appoint a clerk for their respectiy~J 
courts, and such other officers aR may be necessary in the preparation ot .•• 
their said opinions, and to carry into effeet their j1Hlgnwnts, decrees and) 
o~ers. · · ~~ 

REc. 14. VVhen a Yaeancy occ·m·s in the oflice of the judge of the su,x 
preme, intermediate, circuit or probate courts, it shall be filled by ap;.s 
pointrnent of the Governor, ·which shall continue until hiR successor. is.u 
eh,eted and qualified. Whei1 elected, such successor shall 1101<1 his office''..·' 
the re;;idne of the unexpired term. . i• •. .\ 

Ri.;c. 15. The supreme and intermediate courts, and circuit and pro-;.· 
bate courts of each county, shall be courts of record, and shall each have 
a common seal. . . · . ; : 

R1,:c. 19 .. • Judg·es of the supreme and_ intermediate courts, circui1/ 
judges and justices of the 1wace shall be cons,,rvators of the peace within.•, 

·their respective jurisdictions. 
S1,ci. 20. The first election of judges of the circuit courts Rhall be hGld 

011 the first Monday in April, one thousand Pight hundred fifty-one, andt 
every sixth YPlU' thereafter.· '.I'he first election of judges of tlH' iutf'r/: 
mediate cou;·.t ·s-hall be held in the first ?IIonday of April, one thousand. 
nine hundred one_, and for one judge of said int/>J•nwdiate <·om·t every twQ 
years therPafter. 'l'he jnclges of ,-nch inti'1·mi'diate court shall be ·so clas-: 
sified that but one of them ;shall go out of office at the Ramc time. The/ 
GoYernor shall appoint judges of s11ch intermediate court. who shall hold,. 
their respective offi('es 1111til tl1eir ,snccess01·s are electrd and qualffied-} 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS, 18ll9-No. 7. 481 

Whenever an additional circuit court is created, provision shall be made 
to hold the subsequent elections of such additional judges at the regular 
.election herein provided. 

Be it fu1·ther resolvocl, 'l'hat said amendments shall be submitted to the 
people of the State of Michigan at the next spring election, on the first 
Monday of April, in the year one thous•and eight hundred ninety-nine, 
and the Secretary of State is hereby required to give notice of the same 
to the sheriffs of the several counties of this State the time prior to said 
election required by law; and the said sheriffs are hereby required to 
give the several notices required by law. Each person yoting for said 
amendments shall have written or printed on l1is ballot as then proyided 
by law, the words: "Amendments to the constitution relative to the judi­
cial department-YES;" and each person voting against said amend­
ments shall have on his ballot in like manner: "Amendments to the con· 
stitntion relative to the judicial department-NO." The ballots shall in 
all respects be canvassed and returns made as in general elections of 
·.State officers. 

'l'his ,Joint Resolution is ordered to take immediate effect. 

[No. 7.] 

.JOINT RESOLU'l'ION to authorize and instruct the Board of State Aud­
itors to examine into, and if they deem it justifiable, to allow the claim 
of \Villiam T. Densmore for injuries sustained by him from a prema­
ture discharge of a cannon while engaged in the regular performance of 
his duty as a member of the Hudson Light Artillery Company, an 
organized Volunteer Militia Company, organized under the laws of tltl' 
State of Michigan, at Hudson, Michigan. 

Resolved by the Senate ancl Hou.se of Representa,tives of the State of 
Michigan, 'fhat. the Board of State Auditors be and are hereby author­
ized and instructed to examine into the claim of William T. Densmore 
for injuries sustained by him from a premature discharge of a cannon 
while engaged in the regular performance of his duty as a member of 
the Hudson Light Artillery Company (an organized volunteer militia 
company organized under the Jaws of the State of Michigan) at Adrian, 
Michigan, at the beginning of the .civil war, and, if they deem said claim 
justifiable, to allow him a monthly compensation of fifteen dollars until 
such. monthly payments shall, in the aggregate, ·equal a sum not to ex­
ceed two thousand dollars: Prm,idecl, 'l'hat compensation shall ceasP 
immediately upon the death of said William 'l': Densmore. 

Be it fitrther i-esofoecl, That when said board shall have ascertained al](] 
fixed the limit of compensation to be paid, if any, they shall draw theii' 
order monthly upon the State 'l'reasurer for such sum as the,r shall allo"· 
monthly, payable to the ordt>r of \Villiam T. Densrnort>, and it shall be thP 
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