
Michigan’s Arbitrary 
Lockdown Rules

While most people agreed that Michigan citizens and businesses needed to 

impose restrictions in order to fight the COVID-19 crisis, the executive orders 

locking down the state were often arbitrary and overly restrictive. To show some 

of the problems with the shutdown rules, Mackinac Center graphic designer, 

Ilia VanDerhoof, drew a series of cartoons. These were immensely popular — 

ultimately being seen and shared by hundreds of thousands of people in Michigan. 

Most of these regulations were ultimately revised by the governor. 


















