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New VP for Development

Mr. Jarmes E. Kostrava, CAE, has been named vice
president for development of the Mackinac Center
for Public Policy. He is a former vice president of
markeing fo the Constrction Asociaon of

with supportrs of the Center, and by esablishing
ties witl

commitment to limited government, improved edu-
cation, and respect for individual rights and private
property.

Mr. Kostrava is a Michigan native and a gradu-
ate of Michi
Paticia, have two children, James Patrick (12) and
Kelly Louise 9).

estors who share the Center’s

an State University. He and his wife,

Why | Joined the Mackinac Center

by James E. Kostrava

recently found myself trying to con-
yince my i at we sould sell our
Toy and move to Midland so
Toud bsgm 4 new carcer with the
kinac Center for Public Poliy
Natarally, Pati had a few questions for

How did T convince my wife that 1
should dedicate myself to the mission of
the Mackina Centr? | expined to her
that the purpo 2
e mprov
M

he quality i
advancing the princi-
plés of a freo market cconomy, imited
‘government, and respect for private prop-
erty and individual rights. Throughout my
professional lfe, my utmost concens have

n these. | have surrounded myself with
friends, colleagues, and business associates
with whom these principles are common
ground. The opportunity (o join the

Mackinac Center and devote my profes-
sional energies to advancing these ideals
appealed tomy core values and beliefs.

Most of my career up 1o this point was
spent in the construction industry, which
is home 10 4 large number of rugged indi-
vidualists—the kind of people who built
America and made it great. Their free
spirits and strong work ethic epitomize
those people who make things happen,
not merely watch things happen.

‘That sort of inherent commitment and
dependability is what atiracted me to the
Mackinac Center—dedication to sound
ind worny principls. @ bluepin for
changing M the wherewithal
{0 pit thoss princples into practice.
When I leamed of the enormous, pos
inflence the Mackinae Conter has b
ready had on shifting public opinion away
pendence on the welfare state and
‘govemment regul rd greater
freedom, individual responsibility, and

security for Michigan citizens, T knew
T wanted to be part of it. What especially
impressed me was the way the Center
strategically leverages its resources—
from private, voluntary contri
butions—to accomplish so much in so
e time. Our full-time professional staff
o st ten poplepos o 50 sholarsand
advisors are unquestionably more produc-
120 effciv than oy mch Jrger
organizations with much larger budgets.
Tam eager (0 personally share with you
my excitement and enthusiasm for the
Mackinac Center and its mission. I [ezl
that | already have much in
many of you because your Sommiment
1o the Center is s0 evident. T also believe
that the Mackinac Center for Public Policy
is just at the beginning of its growth
in both importance and influence in
Mickigm, s porl i incrdible,and s
aly st begiing o be ealzed n e
words of Ronald R a
nothin’ yet”




